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Ad hoc Research Funding Information and Application Guidance
Ad hoc research funding request process

Grant applications will be considered outside the grant call if: -
· they are time critical
· the research is clearly in the strategic interest of Psoriasis UK
· funding is available

The requests will initially be discussed between the Chief Executive and Chair of the Trustees. If considered to fit the criteria above, the applicant will be asked to complete the official Ad hoc application form. 

Grant requests of £10,000 or less shall be referred by the Chief Executive to the Chair of the Medical and Research Committee for peer review. One further peer review will be requested from an external reviewer. The Chair of the Medical and Research Committee and External Peer Reviewer will provide recommendations to the Officers, who shall be responsible for making the final decision on whether the grant is awarded.

Grant requests exceeding £10,000 shall likewise be referred by the Chief Executive to the Chair of the Medical and Research Committee for peer review. At least one further peer review (depending on the value of the application) will be requested from our pool of external peer reviewers. The applicant will have the opportunity to respond to the reviewers’ comments. The Chair of the Medical and Research Committee and Officers will then review the information from the reviewers and applicant before making a recommendation to the Trustees on whether to fund the application. The Trustees shall be responsible for making the final decision on whether the grant is awarded.

Where applications are for non-scientific grants such as travel bursaries or policy research, the charity staff may review these if they have sufficient and relevant expertise.

Application Guidance

Applications must: 
· Use the official application form without altering its format. 
· Be submitted as a Word document. 
· Avoid excessive acronyms and use clear language. 
· Include complete supporting information, as additions cannot be accepted after submission. 
Successful projects will have their project title, institution, applicant name and lay summary published by Psoriasis UK.

Completing the Application - Funding for £10,000 or less
Section 1 – Applicant details 
Please complete details for the Lead Applicant as requested. Co-Applicants should have a clearly defined role within the project. 

Section 2 – Project Summary 
Please provide a concise title that accurately reflects the proposed research. 
The abstract should be no more than 250 words and provide a brief review of the project including: the research question, study objectives, methodology, expected outcomes, and significance of the work. 
The lay summary should be no more than 500 words. This is an important part of the application and must show consideration to those who may not have a scientific background. If the application is successful, the lay summary will be included on the Psoriasis UK website and so must be comprehensible to the public. 
Please select which of the Top Ten Research Priorities are being directly addressed by your proposal. Ensure that you explain alignment clearly throughout your application rather than just checking the boxes.

Section 3 – Research Proposal 
This section should not exceed 1000 words. The proposal should provide sufficient detail for reviewers to assess the scientific/academic quality and feasibility of the project. Please include a background and rationale, research aims and objectives, methods which should also include any planned Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) or PPI that has already taken place, expected outcomes and clinical relevance. At the end of this section, include a Gantt chart showing the planned activities over the period funding. A references list should also be provided in a consistent citation format.

Section 4 – Budget 
Please provide a detailed breakdown and justification of the costs using the budget table provided. Applicants should only request costs directly related to the project. Ensure all costs are realistic and fully justified and demonstrate value for money. No more than 50% of the total award may be allocated to equipment costs. Publication costs may be requested where appropriate - Psoriasis UK expects all peer reviewed research papers arising from the grant to be made open access within 12 months of publishing. This excludes book chapters and conference abstracts. 

Section 5 – Current and Previous Funding 
Transparency regarding research funding is essential. Please provide details of any ongoing funding related to the proposed area of research. Disclosure of any applications submitted to other funders that relate to the proposed work is required. This enables reviewers to assess any overlap with existing or pending work.
  
Section 6 – Ethics and Regulatory Approvals 
Research Integrity - Psoriasis UK expects all research it funds to be conducted in accordance with the principles of good research practice and research integrity. Host institutions are expected to have appropriate policies and procedures relating to research governance, research misconduct, data management and ethical conduct.

Please indicate whether the project involves human participants and/or human tissue samples and if applicable, the ethics approval status, ethics committee reference number and details of any pending applications. Applications may be submitted before ethics approval is obtained, but funding cannot commence until all required approvals are in place. 

Psoriasis UK will support animal research only where no suitable methods are available. If your proposal involves the use of animals, you must provide details of the relevant licence(s), regulatory approvals, and a clear scientific justification for their use, including the number of animals required as part of the experimental design (maximum 300 words).
 
Applicants are encouraged to consult the NC3Rs website for guidance and best practice: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/.  

All grant holders conducting animal research must adhere to the principles set out in the cross-funder guidance, Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/responsibility-use-animals-bioscience-research. 
 
Researchers should also use the ARRIVE guidelines when designing animal studies and, wherever possible, report animal research in accordance with these guidelines: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines. 

Researchers should also use the DRIVER recommendations when designing studies for in vitro research: DRIVER recommendations | NC3Rs.

Section 7 - Conflicts of Interest 
Applicants must declare any actual or potential conflicts of interest that could reasonably be perceived to influence the conduct of the proposed research or its review. Any relevant interests should be disclosed at the time of application.

Section 8 – Declaration and Signatures 
The application must be signed by the Principal Applicant, the Head of Faculty (or equivalent senior authority) and an authorised Institutional signatory. 

Assessment Criteria 
Applications will be assessed by the Chair of the Medical and Research Committee and one other external peer reviewer. Reviewers will consider: 
· Scientific quality and rigour 
· Originality and innovation 
· Feasibility of the proposed work 
· Relevance to psoriasis research 
· Potential patient benefit 
· Value for money 
· Track record and suitability of the research team 
· Likelihood that the project will generate meaningful outcomes or future research opportunities 


Completing the Application - Funding for more than £10,000

Section 1 – Applicant details 
Please complete details for the Lead Applicant as requested. Co-Applicants should have a clearly defined role within the project. 

Section 2 – Project Summary 
Please provide a concise title that accurately reflects the proposed research. 
The abstract should be no more than 250 words and provide a brief review of the project including: the research question, study objectives, methodology, expected outcomes, and significance of the work. 
The lay summary should be no more than 500 words. This is an important part of the application and must show consideration to those who may not have a scientific background. If the application is successful, the lay summary will be included on the Psoriasis UK website and so must be comprehensible to the public. 
Please select which of the Top Ten Research Priorities are being directly addressed by your proposal. Ensure that you explain alignment clearly throughout your application rather than just checking the boxes.

Section 3  - Research Proposal
Research Question/Hypothesis
Provide a clear hypothesis or question.

Aims and Objectives
Distinguish between the Aim/s (overall purpose of the project) and the Objectives (specific measurable activities designed to achieve the aim).

Background
(Maximum 500 words)
Include current evidence, key knowledge gaps, relevant literature and justification for the research.

Methodology
(Maximum 2000 words)
This is typically the most heavily scrutinised section. Include details of study design, recruitment strategy, experimental or qualitative methods, data analysis, data management, risk mitigation, ethical considerations and feasibility and contingency plans.

Dissemination
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe plans for dissemination through publications, conferences, collaborations, and knowledge exchange activities.

Plan of Investigation
Include a Gantt chart covering work packages, milestones, training, data collection, analysis and thesis preparation.

References
Provide relevant and current references using a consistent citation format.

Section 4 - Budget
Please provide a detailed breakdown of the costs using the budget table provided. Applicants should only request costs directly related to the project. Publication costs should be included – Psoriasis UK expects all peer reviewed research papers arising from the studentship to be made open access within 12 months of publishing. This excludes book chapters and conference abstracts.

Budget justification
(Maximum 250 words)
Explain why items are required, how costs have been calculated and why requested costs represent good value for money. Reviewers will assess value for money.

Section 5 – Current and Previous Funding
Transparency regarding research funding is essential. Please provide details of any ongoing funding related to the proposed area of research. Disclosure of any applications submitted to other funders that relate to the proposed work is required. This enables reviewers to assess any overlap with existing or pending work.

Section 6 – Ethics and Regulatory Approvals
Research Integrity - Psoriasis UK expects all research it funds to be conducted in accordance with the principles of good research practice and research integrity. Host institutions are expected to have appropriate policies and procedures relating to research governance, research misconduct, data management and ethical conduct.

Human Participants and/or Human Tissue Samples
Please indicate whether the project involves human participants or human tissue samples and if applicable, the ethics approval status, ethics committee reference number, human tissue approvals/licences or plans for obtaining approval. 

Animal Participants
Psoriasis UK will support animal research only where no suitable methods are available. If your proposal involves the use of animals, you must provide details of the relevant licence(s), regulatory approvals, and a clear scientific justification for their use, including the number of animals required as part of the experimental design (maximum 300 words). 
  
Applicants are encouraged to consult the NC3Rs website for guidance and best practice: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/.   
 
All grant holders conducting animal research must adhere to the principles set out in the cross-funder guidance, Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/responsibility-use-animals-bioscience-research.  
  
Researchers should also use the ARRIVE guidelines when designing animal studies and, wherever possible, report animal research in accordance with these guidelines: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines.  

Researchers should also use the DRIVER recommendations when designing studies for in vitro research: DRIVER recommendations | NC3Rs.

Section 7 - Conflicts of Interest 
Applicants must declare any actual or potential conflicts of interest that could reasonably be perceived to influence the conduct of the proposed research or its review. Any relevant interests should be disclosed at the time of application.
 
Section 8 – Declaration and Signatures
The application must be signed by the Lead Applicant, the Head of Faculty (or equivalent senior authority) and an authorised institutional signatory.

Section 9 – Appendices CVs
Please use the tables provided for the Lead Applicant and all Co-Applicants (if applicable).

Assessment Criteria 
Applications will be assessed by the Chair of the Medical and Research Committee and at least one other external peer reviewer. Reviewers will consider: 
· Scientific quality and rigour 
· Originality and innovation 
· Feasibility of the proposed work 
· Relevance to psoriasis research 
· Potential patient benefit 
· Value for money 
· Track record and suitability of the research team 
· Likelihood that the project will generate meaningful outcomes or future research opportunities 

For further information please contact research@psoriasisuk.org.uk

Psoriasis UK, Dick Coles House, 2 Queensbridge, Northampton, NN4 7BF
Telephone:  01604 251620  Email:  mail@psoriasisuk.org.uk  Website:  www.psoriasisuk.org.uk
Charity Numbers 1180666 and SC049563						August 2026
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