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Psoriasis UK PhD Studentship 2026
Information and Guidance Notes for Applicants
This document has been designed to help applicants prepare a high-quality application for the Psoriasis UK PhD Studentship 2026. It should be read alongside the official application form.

Overview of the Studentship
Psoriasis UK funds PhD studentships that support research into the causes, nature, treatments and cure of psoriasis. The scheme aims to develop the next generation of psoriasis researchers whilst delivering research that is relevant and beneficial to people living with psoriatic disease.

Psoriasis UK expects successful proposals to:
· Address an important question relating to psoriatic disease.
· Demonstrate high scientific/academic quality and methodological rigour.
· Be achievable within a three-year PhD programme.
· Deliver meaningful benefits to people living with psoriatic disease.
· Provide an excellent training environment and career opportunities for the PhD student.
· Represent good value for money.
· Evidence a track record and suitability of the supervisory team.

Applications should be aligned with one or more of the Psoriasis Priority Setting Partnership (PSP) Top 10 Research Priorities.

Key Dates
	Activity
	Date

	Grant call opens
	7 September 2026

	Application deadline
	7 December 2026

	Expert review process
	December 2026 to February 2027

	Funding decisions expected
	April 2027



Applicant Eligibility and Award Conditions
Eligibility
Applications must be submitted by:

· A UK-based research institution.
· An established academic/scientific investigator acting as Lead Applicant.
· Research teams proposing a PhD-level project focused on psoriasis research.

Not Eligible
· Applications submitted directly by prospective PhD students.
· Multiple submissions from the same Lead Applicant within the same round.
· Lead Applicants already holding two currently active Psoriasis UK Studentships.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Psoriasis UK is committed to supporting excellent research and welcomes applications from all eligible researchers. Applicants are encouraged to consider equality, diversity and inclusion throughout the design, conduct and dissemination of their research, where appropriate.

Funding Available
The funding will be provided for the student’s stipend and home tuition fees, together with an appropriate contribution towards research costs, training and conference attendance. Awards will be calculated according to the requirements of the proposed project and institution, with a maximum value of £137,000. Applicants are expected to provide a clear justification for all costs requested and should be based on the following framework.

	Funding element
	Maximum provision

	Stipend
	UKRI rate, plus 3% annual uplift (with or without London weighting as appropriate)

	Tuition fees
	Full Home tuition fees at the host institution

	Research costs
	Up to £10,000 per year with justification

	Training
	Up to £1500 over the studentship with justification

	Conference travel
	Up to £2000 over the studentship with justification

	Duration
	Three years

	Maximum award
	£137,000 



Costs that will not normally be funded
· Indirect or estate costs.
· Institutional overheads.
· Maintenance of equipment.
· Supervisory salaries.
· Retrospective costs incurred before the award commences.
· Costs not directly related to the proposed research.

Important Funding Conditions
· No extensions or top-up funding are available.
· Studentships must commence within 12 months of award.
· Continued funding is dependent upon satisfactory annual progress reports.
· A final report and lay summary are required at Studentship completion.
· Research outputs must be reported through Researchfish annually during the award and for five years afterwards.
· Support from Psoriasis UK should be acknowledged in any publications, presentations, posters, or other dissemination activities arising from the funded research.
· Copies of relevant publications and outputs should be provided to the Research Manager at Psoriasis UK.
· A bound copy of the thesis must be submitted to Psoriasis UK on completion of the PhD, for their library.

How Applications are Assessed
Applications undergo review by:
1. The Psoriasis UK’s Medical and Research Committee.
2. External peer reviewers.
3. The Experts by Experience Committee (individuals living with psoriasis).
4. The Trustees of Psoriasis UK, who make the final funding decision.

Application Guidance
Applications must:
· Be submitted on the official application form as a Word document. Please do not convert to PDF.
· Be received no later than 23:59 on the stated deadline. No excuses/explanations for the late arrival of applications will be considered.
· Avoid excessive acronyms and use clear language.
· Include complete supporting information, as additions cannot be accepted after submission.
· Abide by the word limits for each section.
Successful applications will have their project title, institution, applicant name and lay summary published by Psoriasis UK.

Completing the Application
Section 1 – Applicant Details
Please complete details for the Lead Applicant as requested. Co-Applicants should have a clearly defined role within the project.

Section 2 – Project Summary
Please provide a concise title that accurately reflects the proposed research.
The abstract should be no more than 250 words and provide a brief review of the project including: the research question/hypothesis, study objectives, methodology, expected outcomes, and significance of the work.
Please select which of the Top Ten Research Priorities are being directly addressed by your proposal. Ensure that you explain alignment clearly throughout your application rather than just checking the boxes.

Section 3 – Lay Case for Support
This is an important part of the application and must show consideration to those who may not have a scientific or academic background. If the application is successful, the lay summary will be included in Psoriasis UK publications and so must be comprehensible to the public. Further guidance on writing lay cases for support can be found here. This section will be reviewed by our Experts by Experience Committee (EXEC) members as well as expert reviewers.

3.1 Lay Summary
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe what the research is, why it matters, what will be done and what difference it could make.

3.2 Why is the research needed?
(Maximum 250 words)
Address current gaps in knowledge, problems faced by patients and why existing evidence is insufficient.

3.3 How will the research be conducted?
(Maximum 250 words)
Provide an accessible overview of the participants or samples, key methods and timescales. Avoid technical detail.

3.4 What new knowledge is this research expected to generate?
(Maximum 250 words)
Focus on expected findings, new knowledge generated and potential future applications.

3.5 Why does it matter to people living with psoriatic disease?
(Maximum 250 words)
Explain direct patient benefits and potential improvements in diagnosis, treatment or quality of life.

3.6 What plans do you have for Patient and Public Involvement (PPI)? Have you already involved patients in the design of your research proposal?
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe how patients have contributed to the research design (if applicable), future involvement plans and Advisory panels, steering groups or co-production activities.

3.7 How will you communicate your research findings and what impact will your research have?
(Maximum 250 words)
Outline plans to share findings with patients, clinicians, researchers, policymakers, the wider public.

3.8 What support and training will be available to the student?
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe supervision arrangements, formal training opportunities, career development, research skills development, conference and networking opportunities.

Section 4 – Research Case for Support
This section is reviewed by relevant scientific/academic experts.

4.1 Research Question/Hypothesis
Provide a clear hypothesis or question.

4.2 Aims and Objectives
Distinguish between the Aim (overall purpose of the project) and the Objectives (specific measurable activities designed to achieve the aim).

4.3 Background
(Maximum 500 words)
Include current evidence, key knowledge gaps, relevant literature and justification for the research.

4.4 Methodology
(Maximum 2000 words)
This section is typically subject to the greatest level of scrutiny. It should provide a comprehensive description of the study design, including justification for the sample size where relevant, recruitment strategy, and the chosen experimental and/or qualitative methods, with clear rationale for their use. Details of data analysis procedures, data management arrangements, risk mitigation measures, ethical considerations, feasibility assessments, and contingency plans should also be included. In addition, plans for Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) should be clearly outlined and emphasised within this section. 

Clearly demonstrate that objectives can be completed within the three-year PhD timeframe.

4.5 Dissemination
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe plans for dissemination through publications, conferences, collaborations, and knowledge exchange activities.

4.6 Plan of Investigation
Include a Gantt chart covering work packages, milestones, training, data collection, analysis and thesis preparation.

4.7 References
Provide relevant and current references using a consistent citation format.

Section 5 – PhD Student Development
This section helps reviewers assess the quality of the research environment.

5.1 Role of the PhD Student
(Maximum 250 words)
Specify day to day responsibilities, research ownership and expected skills development. The student should play a central and substantive role in delivering the project.

5.2 Training and Education Environment
(Maximum 250 words)
Describe supervisory team experience, research culture, departmental resources, training programmes, and career development opportunities.

Section 6 – Budget

6.1 Budget breakdown
Please provide a detailed breakdown of the costs using the budget table provided. Applicants should only request costs directly related to the PhD Studentship. Publication costs should be included – Psoriasis UK expects all peer reviewed research papers arising from the studentship to be made open access within 12 months of publishing. This excludes book chapters and conference abstracts.

6.2. Budget justification
(Maximum 250 words)
Explain why items are required, how costs have been calculated and why requested costs represent good value for money. Where applicable, applicants should clearly identify any financial or in-kind contributions being provided by the host institution or other funding sources. Reviewers will assess value for money.

Section 7 – Current and Previous Funding
Transparency regarding research funding is essential. Please provide details of any ongoing funding related to the proposed area of research. Disclosure of any applications submitted to other funders that relate to the proposed work is required. This enables reviewers to assess any overlap with existing or pending work.

Section 8 – Ethics and Regulatory Approvals
Research Integrity - Psoriasis UK expects all research it funds to be conducted in accordance with the principles of good research practice and research integrity. Host institutions are expected to have appropriate policies and procedures relating to research governance, research misconduct, data management and ethical conduct.

8.1 Human Participants and/or Human Tissue Samples
Please indicate whether the project involves human participants or human tissue samples and if applicable, the ethics approval status, ethics committee reference number, human tissue approvals/licences or plans for obtaining approval. Applicants should ensure that appropriate arrangements are in place for the management, storage and protection of personal data in accordance with relevant legislation and institutional policies.

8.2 Animal Participants
Psoriasis UK will support animal research only where no suitable alternative methods are available. If your proposal involves the use of animals, you must provide details of the relevant licence(s), regulatory approvals, and a clear scientific justification for their use, including the number of animals required as part of the experimental design (maximum 300 words). 
  
Applicants are encouraged to consult the NC3Rs website for guidance and best practice: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/.   
 
All grant holders conducting animal research must adhere to the principles set out in the cross-funder guidance, Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/responsibility-use-animals-bioscience-research.  
  
Researchers should use the ARRIVE guidelines when designing animal studies and, wherever possible, report animal research in accordance with these guidelines: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines.  
 
Researchers should also use the DRIVER recommendations when designing studies for in vitro research: DRIVER recommendations | NC3Rs.

Section 9 - Conflicts of Interest 
Applicants must declare any actual or potential conflicts of interest that could reasonably be perceived to influence the conduct of the proposed research or its review. Any relevant interests should be disclosed at the time of application.

Section 10 – Declaration and Signatures
The application must be signed by the Lead Applicant, the Head of Faculty (or equivalent senior authority) and an authorised institutional signatory.

Section 11 – Appendices CVs
Please use the tables provided for the Lead Applicant and all Co-Applicants.
Further supporting information can be included here as an appendix.

Submitting your application
Submit the completed application by 23:59 on the deadline date as a word document to research@psoriasisuk.org.uk.
You must also send one signed hard copy to Psoriasis UK at the address below and include proof of postage with your email submission.
Research Manager
Psoriasis UK
Dick Coles House
2 Queensbridge
Northampton
NN4 7BF

Applicants will receive an acknowledgement confirming receipt of their application.
Psoriasis UK, Dick Coles House, 2 Queensbridge, Northampton, NN4 7BF
Telephone:  01604 251620  Email:  mail@psoriasisuk.org.uk  Website:  www.psoriasisuk.org.uk
Charity Numbers 1180666 and SC049563						August 2026
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