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Cecil King Memorial Award 2026 
Information and Guidance Notes for Applicants 

Introduction 
The Cecil King Memorial Award supports early career researchers working on psoriasis-related research. Grants of up to £10,000 are available for innovative, small-scale projects that can be completed within 12 months. 

Research should align with Psoriasis UK’s charitable aims and at least one of its Top 10 Research Priorities. Applications are assessed by the Medical and Research Committee, with final funding decisions made by the Trustees. Novel and proof-of-concept studies with supporting preliminary data are particularly encouraged. 

Applicant Eligibility and Award Conditions 
Eligibility 
· Based at a UK research institution 
· Be under 35 years old or within five years of holding their first independent academic position (or equivalent fixed-term post obtained through open competition). 
· Hold a contract covering the full duration of the project. 
· The proposed research is focused on psoriasis and is relevant to the aims of Psoriasis UK. 
Project Requirements 
· Be small-scale and completed within 12 months. 
· Request no more than £10,000. 
· Not be used to top up an existing grant. 
· No more than 50% of the requested budget is allocated to equipment costs. 
Award Conditions 
· Projects must start within 12 months of the award letter. 
· No project extensions or additional funding will be available. 
· Funding is paid directly to the host institution. 
· A final report and lay summary are required at project completion. 
· Support from the Cecil King Memorial Foundation and Psoriasis UK should be acknowledged in any publications, presentations, posters, or other dissemination activities arising from the funded research. 
· Copies of relevant publications and outputs will be provided to the Research Manager at Psoriasis UK. 



Application Guidance  
Applications must: 
· Use the official application form without altering its format. 
· Be submitted as a Word document by the stated deadline. 
· Avoid excessive acronyms and use clear language. 
· Include complete supporting information, as additions cannot be accepted after submission. 
Successful projects will have their title, institution, applicant name and lay summary published by Psoriasis UK. 

Completing the Application 
Section 1 – Applicant details 
Please complete details for the Principal Applicant as requested. Co-Applicants should have a clearly defined role within the project. 

Section 2 – Project Summary 
Please provide a concise title that accurately reflects the proposed research. 
The abstract should be no more than 250 words and provide a brief review of the project including: the research question, study objectives, methodology, expected outcomes, and significance of the work. 
The lay summary should be no more than 500 words. This is an important part of the application and must show consideration to those who may not have a scientific/academic background. If the application is successful, the lay summary will be included on the Psoriasis UK website and so must be comprehensible to the public. 
Please select which of the Top Ten Research Priorities are being directly addressed by your proposal. Ensure that you explain alignment clearly throughout your application rather than just checking the boxes.

Section 3 – Research Proposal 
This section should not exceed 1000 words. The proposal should provide sufficient detail for reviewers to assess the scientific quality and feasibility of the project. Please include a background and rationale, research aims and objectives, methods which should also include any planned Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) or PPI that has already taken place, expected outcomes and clinical relevance. At the end of this section, include a Gantt chart showing the planned activities over the 12-month funding period and a references list. 

Section 4 – Budget 
Please provide a detailed breakdown and justification of the costs using the budget table provided. Applicants should only request costs directly related to the project. Ensure all costs are realistic and fully justified and demonstrate value for money. No more than 50% of the total award may be allocated to equipment costs. Publication costs may be requested where appropriate - Psoriasis UK expects all peer reviewed research papers arising from the grant to be made open access within 12 months of publishing. This excludes book chapters and conference abstracts. 

Section 5 – Current and Previous Funding 
Transparency regarding research funding is essential. Please provide details of any ongoing funding related to the proposed area of research. Disclosure of any applications submitted to other funders that relate to the proposed work is required. This enables reviewers to assess any overlap with existing or pending work.
  
Section 6 – Ethics and Regulatory Approvals 
Please indicate whether the project involves human participants and/or human tissue samples and if applicable, the ethics approval status, ethics committee reference number and details of any pending applications. Applications may be submitted before ethics approval is obtained, but funding cannot commence until all required approvals are in place. 

Psoriasis UK will support animal research only where no suitable methods are available. If your proposal involves the use of animals, you must provide details of the relevant licence(s), regulatory approvals, and a clear scientific justification for their use, including the number of animals required as part of the experimental design (maximum 300 words).
 
Applicants are encouraged to consult the NC3Rs website for guidance and best practice: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/.  

All grant holders conducting animal research must adhere to the principles set out in the cross-funder guidance, Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/responsibility-use-animals-bioscience-research. 
 
Researchers should also use the ARRIVE guidelines when designing animal studies for in vivo research and, wherever possible, report animal research in accordance with these guidelines: http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines. 

Researchers should also use the DRIVER recommendations when designing studies for in vitro research: DRIVER recommendations | NC3Rs.

Section 7 - Conflicts of Interest 
Applicants must declare any actual or potential conflicts of interest that could reasonably be perceived to influence the conduct of the proposed research or its review. Any relevant interests should be disclosed at the time of application.

Section 8 – Declaration and Signatures 
The application must be signed by the Principal Applicant, the Head of Faculty (or equivalent senior authority) and an authorised Institutional signatory. 

Assessment Criteria 
Applications will be assessed by members of the Psoriasis UK's Medical and Research Committee. Reviewers will consider: 
· Sound quality and methodological rigour 
· Originality and innovation 
· Feasibility of the proposed work 
· Relevance to psoriasis research 
· Potential patient benefit 
· Value for money 
· Track record and suitability of the research team 
· Likelihood that the project will generate meaningful outcomes or future research opportunities 
Submitting your application 
Submit the completed application by 23:59 on the deadline date as a word document to research@psoriasisuk.org.uk. 
You must also send one signed hard copy to Psoriasis UK at the address below and include proof of postage with your email submission. 
Research Manager 
Psoriasis UK 
Dick Coles House 
2 Queensbridge 
Northampton 
NN4 7BF 

Funding decisions are expected in April 2027 
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